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Here lies the remains of 

BENNIT ALDRIGE 

Son of 

PETEE & ELIZABETH ALDRIGE, 

Born in Dinwiddie, Co. Va., 

Jan. 8. 1777, 

Died Oct. 23. 1858. 



THE WILLIS, FAMILY. 

{Continued from Vol. -0%, pp. 24, 171.) 

A letter from Col. John Willis, who is referred to as No. 23 in 
the pedigree, page 176, quotes the register of Francis 6 Willis, of 
"Whitehall," as follows: 

Francis Willis, of "Whitehall" (born October 20, 1744, died 
July 28, 1791), and Elizabeth Perrin, his wife (born August 1, 
1751, died December 5, 1791), had issue: 1, Francis Willis, born 
August 2, 1768; 2, Susanna, born October 24, 1769, died January 
29, 1787; 3, Elizabeth Carter, born September 23, 1771; 4, Pris- 
cilla, bom October 17, 1773, died November 21, 1773; 5, John, b. 
October 24, 1774; 6, Ann Rich, b. May 24, 1777; 7, Frances Per- 
rin, b. March 12, 1779, d. December 21, 1818; 8, Thomas Nelson, 
b. March 30, 1781; 9, Elias, b. July 13, 1783; 10, Maria Willis, 
b. September 25, 1785; 11, Perrin, b. January 24, 1788; 12, Mary, 
b. December 28, 1790. Nine of these were surviving at the time 
of the suit in 1797. (See page 176.) Two only left descendants: 
John Willis, who married Nelly C. Madison, and Ann Rich Willis, 
who married Nathaniel Bur well, of Gloucester, and had issue: 
Elias Rich, who died in infancy; Claudia, who married James K. 
Marshall, of Fauquier county, son of Chief- Justice Marshall; and 
Mary, who married John Jennings. (These last had issue: Maria, 
who died unmarried; and John Jennings, who left several sons 
and daughters.) 

Henry Hiort, who married Elizabeth Carter Willis, of "White- 
hall," was an Englishman by birth. After the death of his wife, 
he left Norfolk, and practiced law in Washington, and then went 
back to England. His wife, as the eldest living daughter, had re- 
ceived the family portraits and china, which, on his departure for 
England, he left with Perrin Willis, an officer in the United States 
army. The portraits represented Elias Rich and Ann Rich, and 
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in 1882 were in possession of Mrs. Catherine Morfitt, 319 Linden 
avenue, Baltimore. 

Nathaniel Burwell, of Gloucester, who married Anne Bich Wil- 
lis, was probably son of Col. Lewis Burwell (died 1779 — Virginia 
Gazette), son of President Lewis Burwell and Mary Willis, his 
wife. 

From the Throckmorton pedigree (p. 557), Elizabeth, daughter 
of Gabriel Throckmorton and Prances Cooke, married John Percy. 
Should not this be Perrin, as Percy was not a family of Gloucester 
county, Virginia? The pedigree states that they had a daughter 
Francis, wife, in 1769 (the date of the pedigree), of Francis Whit- 
ing. The parish register shows that Francis Whiting married 
Frances Perrin January 24, 1747; but she was a child of John 

Perrin's second marriage, with Mary . (See p. 174.) John 

Throckmorton probably confounded the wives, by reason of the 
child of the second marriage being named for the first wife, which 
was a frequent custom. After the same spirit, Thomas Bolfe, son 
of Pocahontas, named his daughter for his step-mother, Jane 
Pearsey, third wife of John Bolfe. 

In 1751 Colonel Francis Willis contributed three pistoles for his 
annual subscription to Mr. Bacon's school in Talbot county, Mary- 
land. Mrs. Willis gave one doubloon. He had warehouses and a 
bakery on Mockjack Bay. ( Virginia Gazette.) 

Francis Willis, of Whitehall, his son, went to school in 1752 to 
Bev. William Yates, minister of Abingdon parish, in Gloucester, 
and there found his cousin Lewis Willis, of Fredericksburg, John 
Page, Severn Eyre, Peter Beverley Whiting, Thomas Nelson, and 
other rising Virginians.' 

6. John 4 Willis (Francis, 3 Francis, 2 Henry 1 ) married, January 
26, 1743, Mildred Smith, daughter of Augustine Smith, of "Shoot- 
er's Hill," Middlesex county. (Quarterly, Vol. III., p. 49.) The 
will of John Willis, Gent., of "Beddingfield Hall," Brunswick 
county, was dated November 7, 1764, and was proved January 26, 
1769. The will of his wife, Mildred, was proved in Brunswick 
February 27, 1769. There is a deed, 1744, from Benjamin Harri- 
son, of Surry, and Nathaniel Harrison, of Prince George, to John 
Willis, of Gloucester, for lands on both sides of "Three Creeks," 
in Brunswick. Issue, according to these documents: 40, John 5 ; 
41, Augustine 6 ; 42, Francis 6 ; 43, Bichard 6 ; 44, Lewis 6 ; 45, Sa- 
rah 6 ; 46, Elizabeth. 6 

1 Virginia Historical Register, III., 142 
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42. Fbancis, 5 born January 25, 1743; married Elizabeth Ed- 
wards. He was a congressman from Georgia. Issue: 47, Nathan- 
iel"; 48, Henry 6 ; 49, Carver 6 ; 50, Ge)rge 6 ; 51, Mildred 6 ; 52, 
Thomas 6 ; 53, Elizabeth. 6 (Statement of Dr. Francis T. Willis.) 

53. Thomas 6 Willis (died in 1816) married Elizabeth Worsham, 
resided in Georgia, and was the father of Dr. Francis T. Willis, 

now of Eichmond. 

(To be continued.') 



EDLOW, BOWLER, COOKE AND ADAMS. 

(See Adams Genealogy, Quarterly V., pp. 159-164.) 

Matthew Edlow 1 (spelt also Edlowe and Edloe) came to Virginia 

in the Neptune in 1618, and in 1623-24 was living " att y e Colledg 

Land" in Henrico. (Soften, pp. 169, 201.) In 1629 he was a 

member of the House of Burgesses "ffor the plantation at the 

Colledge." (Hening, I., p. 138.) He married Alice (probably 

his second wife and widow of Luke Boyes), who as his "widdow" 
had a grant of land in Henrico, 24 September, 1638. (Land Office 
Records, I., p. 599.) She was living in June, 1642, at which time 
"the inhabitants of Mrs. Edlow's divident lying above Sandy 
Poynt" were added to the parish of Wallingford. {Hening, I., 
pp. 249, 278.) Matthew Edlow 1 was dead in 1637. 

Lt. Col. Matthew Edlow,* "son and heir of Matthew Edlow, 1 
dec'd," had a grant of twelve hundred acres on the north side of 
James River " over against Chippoak Creek," 12 July, 1637, he him- 
self appearing among the headrights. (Zand Office Records, I., 
p. 435.) As "Capt. Matthew Edlowe" he was a member of the 
House of Burgesses for James City, 1658-59. (Hening, I., p. 506.) 

He married Tabitha (probably Minge), and died in 1668 ; his 

widow, who died in 1670, becoming his administratrix. ( Calendar 
Virginia State Papers, I., p. 4.) Lt. Col. Matthew Edlow 2 left 
a son and heir, 

John Edlow, 8 who was aged about fourteen years in 1675, at 
which time he petitioned the General Court to appoint his kins- 
man, Mr. James Minge, his guardian, the "tuition of his p'son" 
having been committed previously to Col. Robert Wynne, of 
Charles City, speaker of the House of Burgesses. (General Court 
Records.) He married first, Rebecca, daughter of Matthew Hu- 
bard, of York, and in 1682 was put in possession of his wife's 
estate. (York County Records.) He married, secondly, in 1699, 
Mrs. Martha Hatcher. 



